 “A Prophecy of His Birth in Bethlehem” 
Micah 5:1-5  Communion Sunday December 3, 2023
INTRODUCTION READ Matthew 2:1-12  [Pew Bible pg.             ]
Fulfilled Prophecy . . . The Promise of God . . . The Savior of the World
                         “O Little Town Of Bethlehem”  
I. The Prophecy of the Word of the Lord through Micah   1:1-3
Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Micah, Nahum 
The Lord does not just anticipate what is going to happen but does predict and direct matters fulfilling His Word and accomplishing His plans 1:1-3

II. This Prophecy of the Birth of the Messiah 5:2-5 [Pew Bible pg.         ]
Their great distress and hopelessness [2 Kings 25:1-2]   READ 4:9-10
                                 to the mighty deliverer & hope [Isaiah 9:6-7; 11:1]
Hope = confident expectation God does accomplish His plans according to His promises which He has revealed in His Word to His people “Messianic Promise”
          “ . . .  One will go forth . . . This One . . .”     will . . . will . . . will . . . will . . .
         Promised Messiah [5:2] . . . Shepherd Ruler [5:4] . . . Prince of Peace [5:5]

A. This Prophecy About The Choice of The Least Not The Great 5:2a
“ . . . Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah” 
          Days of Ruth Ruth 1:1-7 [4:11]   Family of David  I Samuel 17:12      
The Birth of Jesus Luke 2:4,11,15  The Prophecy Fulfilled Matthew 2:1 [2x], 5-7, 16                       
                           People of Jerusalem      John 7:40-42

B. This Prophecy About The Mission of The One Not Just Anyone 5:2b
“From you One will come forth for Me to be ruler in Israel.”


C. This Prophecy About The Greatness of The Deliverer Not The Work of Man 5:2c “and his goings forth from of old, from days of eternity”
       “And He will rise . . . He will be great . . . This One . . .”   The Gospel of John

CONCLUSION  A Prophecy of His Birth    READ Micah 7:18-20
1) The Lord God is faithful to His promises so we as His people would trust Him today and all of our tomorrows with our faith in the Promised One
2) Christmas is a time when we can see the plan fulfilled in the Coming of the Ruler to Shepherd so that we would understand Who He Is for God and Us
3) Such pride of man keeps many from bowing their knees humbly before Jesus as Savior & King as the One who came forth in Bethlehem to save 
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